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ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-OI 10-13 ADP-00 COA-02 EB-11 OIC-04 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 INK- 10 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-15 ACDA-19 AEC-11 AGR-20 CG-00 

COME-00 DOTE-00 FMC-04 INT-08 JUSE-00 NSF-04 OMB-01 

TRSE-00 SCI-06 CEQ-02 SCEM-02 RSR-01 AF-10 /187W 

063977 

R271430Z AUG73 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5449 

UNCLAS COTONOU 1300 

E.O 811652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, UN, DM 

SUBJECT: LOS - REQUEST FOR MINERAL DATA 
REE: STATE 151291 

DATA ON MINERALS REETEL AS EOLLOWS: 

1. NO PRODUCTION ONSHORE OR OFFSHORE OF OIL OR GAS. 

2. NONE 

3. NO PROVED RECOVERABLE RESERVES ON SHORE OR OFESHORE 
OF GAS OR OIL. 

4. ONSHORE - OIL AND GAS, NONE. 

OFESHORE - GAS, NONE; MODEST OIL RESERVES UNCOVERED, BUT NO 
PUBLISHED EIGURES AVAILABLE. 

5. NO WELLS DRILLED OFESHORE OR ONSHORE IN 1972 (NOTE - 

2 EXPLORATORY WELLS DRILLED OFESHORE EARLY 1973 WERE BOTH 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DRY. NEITHER BEYOND 200 METER WATER DEPTH.) 
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6. NONE OFFSHORE OR ONSHORE. 

7. UNION OIL CO OE DAHOMEY (SUBSIDIARY OE UNION OIL CO. 

OF CALIFORNIA) HAS A CONCESSION OFFSHORE AND ONSHORE 
UNDER A CONVENTION AGREEMENT SIONED ON DEC 19, 1964. 

UNLESS UNION DECLARES A COMMERCIAL DISCOVERY BY 
DEC 19, 1974, THEY MUST RELINQUISH THEIR AREA IN TOTO. 

TOTAL REMAINING AREA OE THEIR CONCESSION, BOTH ONSHORE 

AND OEFSHORE, IS 7355 SQUARE KM. SHELL HAS OEFSHORE AND ONSHORE 
ACREAGE ALSO (AWARDED IN 1971 - EXPIRATION DATE MAY 1980). 

PIVIPOY INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION HELD OFESHORE, ON SHORE 

ACREAGE DURING 1972, BUT BECAUSE OF THEIR EAILURE TO COME 
UP WITH THEIR SIGNATURE BONUS PAYMENT OE $1,000,000 TO 
THE DAHOMEAN GOVERNMENT, THEIR AREA HAS REVERTED TO THE 
REPUBLIC OP DAHOMEY. BOTH SHELL AND UNION APPEAR TO HAVE 
SOME ACREAGE BEYOND THE 200 METER DEPTH. 

8. UNION OIL COMPANY SPENT APPROXIMATELY $1,500,000 DOLLARS 
FOR OFFSHORE EXPLORATION IN 1972. 

9. EXPORTS - NIL; IMPORTS - CRUDE OIL, NIL, OIL PRODUCTS 
288,613.7 TONS AND NATURAL GAS, NONE. 

10 NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON MARINE PLACER DEPOSITS. 
ANDERSON 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 AUG 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973COTONO01300 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: COTONOU 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973081 4/aaaaajzi. tel 
Line Count: 88 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION L 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: STATE 151291 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: martlnml 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 OCT 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17-0ct-2001 by reddocgw>; APPROVED <13 FEB 2002 by martlnml> 

Review Markings: 
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US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LOS - REQUEST FOR MINERAL DATA 
TAGS: PBOR, DM, UN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




